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ENGLISH 3808: TWENTIETH-CENTURY BRITISH LITERATURE 
Spring2004 
Section 1, TR 1100-1215 
Coleman Hall 3691 
Dr. Zahlan 
Office: Coleman 3556 
Phone: 581-6977; e-mail:cfarz@eiu.edu 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Students in this course will read and experience major works of poetry, fiction, and drama 
written by British (including Irish) authors during the twentieth century. You will increase your 
kn.owledge of English literature from the beginnings of modernism and into our own post-
modern era. Together, we will examine literary technique as well as theme, and "locate" works in 
a context of literary, social, and political history. The course will also offer opportunities to 
practice and improve skills in critical reading and thinking, as well as in oral and written 
communication. 
English 3808 is a writing-intensive course, and therefore a substantial percentage of the 
evaluation of student work is based on written assignments (papers, exams, in-class writing). 
Class participation is also important; regular attendance and conscientious preparation are 
required. 
TEXTS 
Damrosch, Dettmar, and Wicke, eds. The Longman Anthology of English Literature, 2nd ed. 
Volume 2C: The Twentieth Century (Longman); 
Burgess, A Clockwork Orange; Carter, The Bloody Chamber; 
Forster, A Passage to India; Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist As a Young Man; 
Stoppard, Arcadia; Swift, Water/and; Woolf, To the Lighthouse. 
RECOMMENDED: MLA Handbook/or Writers of Research Papers. 
OFFICE HOURS (3556CH): 1530-1630 (3:30-4:30) on Tuesdays. Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
13 January: 
15 January: 
20 January: 
22 January: 
27 January: 
29 January: 
3 February: 
5 February: 
WEEKI 
Introduction to course and assignments 
Joseph Conrad (Longman 2013-2039) 
Read introductory material and Part I (2020-41) of Heart of Darkness. 
WEEK II 
Complete Heart of Darkness and companion readings, Longman 2015-2082. 
Heart of Darkness concluded; assignment of reports and papers. . 
WEEK III 
James Joyce 
Read Parts I and II of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young .Man (1916). 
Read "James Joyce," Longman 2270-2274. 
Read Parts I-III of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Afan. 
WEEK IV 
Complete A Portrait of the Artist as a Young .Man for today's class. 
Conclude discussion of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Afan. 
Review Paper I and II assignments 
Read over "Speeches on Irish Independence," Longman 2232ff. 
Introduction to William Butler Yeats (See "Introduction" and poems, Longman 2242-69.) 
EXTRA. CR.EDIT OPPORTUNITY 
For your edification and enjoyment, as well as some "extra credit"( details to be 
announced) attend one of the performances of poetry by W.B.Yeats scheduled at the Charleston 
Alley Theatre off the square in Charleston. Performances are scheduled on 6,7,8, and 9 February. 
Tickets are available at the Lincoln Bookstore on the square; you may call 345-6070 for seat 
reservations and further information. (Read the Yeats poems in our text before you go.) 
WEEKV 
10 February: W.B. Y cats 
Read and prepare to read aloud and discuss the poems, Longman 2246-70; read 
also "W.Butler Yeats," Longman 2242-46. 
12 February: Conclude discussion of poetry by W.B. Yeats (Longman 2246-70) 
WEEK VI 
17 February: E.M. Forster 
Read Part I ("Mosque") of A Passage to India [1924]; read also "E.M. Forster," 
Longman 2582-83. 
19 February: Continue discussion of A Passage to India; Read "Mosque" & "Caves" for today. 
WEEK VII 
24 February: Complete E.M. Forster, A Passage to India for today's class. 
26 February: A Passage to India concluded; review for Mid-Term Exam. 
2 March: 
4 March: 
9 March: 
11 March: 
23 March: 
25 March: 
WEEK VIII 
Mid-Term Exam (Bring Exam Booklets and pens to class.) 
World War I (Longman 2167-2232) 
Read and prepare to read aloud and discuss the following poems: 
Rupert Brooke (2183-84): "The Soldier" 
Siegfried Sassoon (2186-88): "Glory of Women," "They," "The Rear 
Guard," and "Everyone Sang"; 
Wilfred Owen (2188-91): "Anthem for Doomed Youth," "Strange 
Meeting,""Disabled," and "Dulce et Decorum Est." 
Isaac Rosenberg (2192-95): "Break of Day in the Trenches" and "Dead 
Man's Dump." 
WEEK IX 
Continued discussion of poetry of World War I. 
Paper I due in class on this date. 
Virginia Woolf 
Read Part I ("Window") of Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse (1927); 
Read also"Virginia Woolf," Longman 2380-2382. 
WEEKX 
SPRING BREAK--NO CLASS MEETING 
WEEK XI 
Continue discussion of Woolf, To the Lighthouse; finish reading the novel.. 
Conclude discussion of To the Lighthouse. 
30 March: 
l April: 
6 April: 
8 April: 
13 April: 
15 April: 
20 April: 
22 April: 
27 April: 
29 April: 
WEEK XII 
D.H. Lawrence 
Read "Odour of Chrysanthemums" and "The Horse Dealer's Daughter," Longman 
2647-70. 
Continued discussion of "Odour of Chrysanthemums" and "The Horse Dealer's 
Daughter"; read also "D.H. Lawrence," Longman, 2638-40, and Poems, 2640ff. 
WEEKXIIl 
Graham Greene 
Read Greene, "A Chance for Mr. Lever," Longman 2688-97; read also "Gra.liam 
Greene," Longman 2687-88. 
PAPER II PROSPECTUS DUE: (Hand in a typed one-paragraph description of 
your topic and approach for Paper II.) (Schedule conferences.) 
Poems by Dylan Thomas, Longman 2757-62; Poems by W.H. Auden, Longman 
2788-2798 & Handout; Read also "Dylan Thomas," 2757 and "W.H. Auden," 
2788-89. 
WEEK XIV 
A..nthony Burgess 
Read Burgess, A Clockwork Orange (1962) (Finish the book for today.) 
Discussion of A Clockwork Orange concluded. 
WEEK XV 
Angela Carter 
Read Carter, "The Bloody Chamber," The Bloody Chamber (7-41) and "Angela 
Carter," Longman 2629-30. 
Read Carter, "The Lady of the House of Love," The Bloody Chamber (93-108). 
WEEK XVI 
Caryl Churchill 
Read Cloud Nine, Longman 2841-89 and "Caryl Churchill" and "Cloud Nine," 
Longman 2838-40. Be prepared to read parts aloud from the play. 
Discussion of Cloud Nine concluded. 
Paper II due in class on this date. 
CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAM SCHEDULED: 
~~~~~~~~~~ 
Grade Calculation 
Mid-Term Exam = 15%; Paper I = 15%; Paper II (including Prospectus) = 25%; 
Ciass Preparation & Participation; In-Class Writing and Quizzes; Oral Presentations = 25% 
Final Exam (Cumulative) =20% 
COURSE JOUR.~AL: Each student in the class should keep a separate notebook or 
journal in which you write both initial and considered responses to reading assignments and class 
discussion. From time to time, you will be asked to write written responses in class, and you 
should insert them into your journal when they are returned. Additionally, you should keep a list 
of terms and other words you wish to add to your vocabulary. 
Spring 2004 ENGLISH 3808--COURSE POLICIES Dr. Zahlan 
CLASS ATTENDANCE, punctuality, preparation, and participation are expected and required. You 
are presumed to be professionals-in-training responsible for attending class regularly and participating in 
discussion. In order to deal with unforeseen emergencies, you are allowed to miss up to the equivalent of 
one week of class without excuse. Any additional absences will, however, be penalized at a rate of one 
letter grade per two class meetings; any student who is absent for more than four weeks (8 classes) will 
earn a grade ofF for the course. 
ASSIGNMENTS are to have been completed by class time on the date for which they appear on the 
syllabus. The book(s) in which the day's assignments are contained should be brought to class. Unannounced quizzes 
on assigned material may be given at any time. There will be no opportunity to make up missed quizzes or in-class 
writing assignments. Students are responsible for material covered in class and announcements or assignments made 
in class as well as for assignments on the syllabus. 
MAJOR TESTS AND EXAMS should be written on test booklets, available at the Union Book Store. 
Please write tests in ink and on the appropriate booklets. Announced tests and exams must be taken at the scheduled 
time. Except in cases of DOCUMENTED emergency or official university absence arranged ahead of time, there 
will be no opportunity to make up mid-term or final exams! 
ALL PAPERS AND OTHER WRITTEN WORK must be handed in on the date due. Work turned in late 
without advance clearance will not be accepted. Any work turned in late with clearance will be penalized, usually at 
the rate of 5 points per day (not per class meeting) of lateness. Additionally, late submission may delay the grading 
and return of the paper, perhaps until semester's end. BE SURE TO KEEP A COPY OF EVERY PAPER YOU 
HAND IN. In the case of a missing paper, the student is responsible for supplying a copy. 
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS: Papers must be "typed" or computer-generated (double-spaced) on heavy 
or medium-weight white 9 x 11 paper. Computer print-outs must be "letter quality," 12-point size, clear, and dark-
no pale print will be accepted. Leave adequate margins. Each paper should have a separate title sheet which includes 
the title of the paper, course title, instructor's name, student's name, and submission date. Repeat the title at the top of 
the first page of text. Papers must be stapled or clipped, and pages numbered. 
DOCUMENTATION: Use the MLA system to cite all primary and secondary sources used in preparation 
of your papers. Also, be sure to introduce sources in your text. Each student should have access to the latest edition 
of The A1LA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, and to a Handbook of usage and mechanics. 
RESPONSIBLE USE OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA: Please keep in mind that electronic media materials 
must be documented as conscientiously and accurately as any other material. Be aware also that it is necessary to 
ascertain the authority, reliabiiity, accuracy of all materials and that it may be particularly difficult to do so in the 
case of electronic media. Be sure that to evaluate and clearly identify any source of information, analysis, or opinion; 
process material from electronic sources as critically and creatively as you do print sources. Check with the Writing 
Center for up-to-date documentation conventions. DOWNLOADING IS NOT RESEARCH. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All written work (papers, exams, tests, quizzes) must be prepared independently; 
all sources and background material (print, electronic, or other) must be digested and acknowledged. Make to 
understand the meaning of plagiarism and the policy of the English Department: 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism--"the appropriation or imitation of the language, 
ideas, and/or thoughts of another author and representation of them as one's original work" 
(Random House Dictionary of the English Language)--has the right and the responsibility to 
impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment 
of the grade of F for the writing in which plagiarism occurs and a grade of F for the course, as 
·well as to report the incident to the university's Judicial Affairs Office. Respect for the ·work of 
others should encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and oral sources. 
STUDENTS WITH DOCUMENTED DISABILITIES: If you have a documented disability and 
wish to receive academic accommodation, please note that arrangements must be made through the Office 
of Disability Services; you should, therefore, contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services 
(581-6583) as soon as possible. 
